Laparoscopic diagnosis of abdominal tuberculosis.
Abdominal tuberculosis (TB) is an uncommon condition in Western societies although Europe and America have noted an increase of this condition in immigrants and AIDS patients. This report documents three diagnosed cases of abdominal TB over a 12-month period in a Melbourne western suburbs teaching hospital which services a large migrant population. We also review the literature on this condition. If migrants present with diffuse abdominal symptoms, the diagnosis of abdominal tuberculosis should always be considered. Laparoscopy should replace diagnostic laparotomy as the definitive diagnostic tool.